' ^7 \ CLAIMS 



1. A meuJiod for re- formatting computer files, comprising 
the stepsv: 

inputting a\data file into a computer; 

determining i^ the data file is compatible with the 
computer or applications which exist on the computer; 

if the data f ile Vs not compatible with the computer, 
transmitting the crata file over the Internet to a 
universal server; and 

the universal server A transforming the data file into a 
format compatible wit A the computer, and sending the 
transformed data file Aack to the computer. 

2. A method according toXciaim 1, wherein the 
transforming step includes the steps of, the universal 
server identifying the typa of file, and transforming the 
file into a different formal of the same type. 

3. A "method according to Claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of: \ 

a user of the computer identifying user requirements; and 

transmitting the user requirements\ to the universal 
server; and wherein \ 
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tnte transforming step includes the step of re- formatting 
theVfile in accordance with the user requirements. 

4. A ircethod according to Claim 1, wherein, when data 
needs t\ be converted, the data are sent to a universal 
conversion server; the universal conversion server checks 
user requirements; if the universal conversion server 
finds that \he service cannot convert a certain file, the 
service lookA in a computer description; the computer 
description can be located on the computer or on a 
universal conversion server database. 

5. A method accoroing to Claim 1, wherein, when a 
computer's operatiira system is not compatible with a 
program, the progran\ is sent to a Universal Driver where 
the program is to be formatted; when being formatted, the 
program is looked over\to identify components of the 
program including links\to the program source code, the 
program's executable code, the program's file name; 
entering data to a databaa^ of source codes, where many 
source codes are held; and Vf the same name exists among 
more than one program in the, database UCS reads the 
information from the description module. 

6. A method according to ClaimV, wherein file gets 
converted from one application format or version into 
another \ 

7. A universal program conversion me\hod, comprising the 
steps: \ 
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4 entering data into the computer (either from the user or 

5 froirk network) ; 

6 \ 

7 checking to determine whether the data format is 

8 compatible with the operating system (OS) in the computer; 

9 \ 

10 if the format is not compatible, sending the data to a 

11 Universal Driver; 

12 \ 

13 on the Universal Driver, reformatting the data into a 

14 format compatible to the OS (for example, audio data can 

15 be formatted from OS in Apple to OS in Intel); 

16 \ 

17 after the reformatting step, sending the data to a 

S 18 universal formatting^ server, since even data that are 

HI 19 compatible with the uteer's OS still needs to be converted 

% 20 to the format suitable\for the user (e.g., word 

fy 21 processing format from WordPro to MSWord) ; 

U 22 \ 

s 23 if it is determined that khe data are compatible with the 

Q 24 system, then checking to determine whether it is 

TA 25 necessary to reformat the data; 
p 26 \ 

Jr| 27 if the data do not need to be ^reformatted, processing the 

~~ 28 data as the user requests; and otherwise, sending the 

29 data to the universal server; ana, this server checking 

30 whether the data are executables \- i.e., programs that 

31 were obtained after compilation; ifi the data are 

32 executables, then checking the Universal Driver to 

33 determine whether the data can be foWatted on the 

34 Universal Driver; if the data can be 9£> formatted, then 

35 formatting the data at the Universal Driver; and then 
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36 seiading the formatted data to the user; if the data can 

37 not\be formatted at the Universal Driver, then checking 

38 to determine if the source code exists on a storage of 

39 sourca code; if the source code exists, then recompiling 

40 the datV in a new OS, and then sending the data to the 

41 user; checking for instructions to format data; after the 

42 checking s^ep, formatting the data are formatted 

43 according oo the instructions, and then sending the data 

44 to the user A 

1 8. A system foA re- formatting computer files, comprising: 

2 \ 

3 a computer having\input means for receiving a data file; 
« 4 \ 

J 5 means for determining if the data file is compatible with 

U1 6 the computer; \ 
no \ 

03 8 a universal server f orYref ormatting data; and 

a" 10 means for transmitting tne data file over the Internet to 

□ 11 the universal server, if tne data file is not compatible 

f,\ 12 with the computer; and \ 

14 wherein the universal server includes means for 

~~ 15 transforming the data file intov a format compatible with 

16 the computer, and means for sending the transformed data 

17 file back to the computer. \ 

1 9. A system according to Claim 8, wMerein the 

2 transforming means includes means for identifying the 

3 type of file, and for transforming the file into a 

4 different format of the same type. \ 
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1 10. A sVstem according to Claim 8, wherein a user of the 

2 computer \identifying user requirements; and the system 

3 further comprises: 

4 \ 

5 means for transmitting the user requirements to the 

6 universal servyer; and wherein 

7 \ 

8 the transforming means includes means for re- formatting 

9 the file in accordance with the user requirements. 

1 11. A system according to Claim 8, wherein, when data 

2 needs to be converted, the data are sent to a universal 

3 conversion server; the universal conversion server checks 
* E 4 user requirements; if \the universal conversion server 

1 5 finds that the service \cannot convert a certain file, the 

I 6 service looks in a computer description; the computer 

} 7 description can be located on the computer or on a 

; 8 universal conversion server database. 

I 1 12. A program storage deviae readable by machine, 

■ 2 tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable 

= 3 by the machine to perform metthod steps for re- formatting 

? 4 computer files, the method steps comprising: 

5 \ 

6 inputting a data file into a computer; 

7 \ 

8 determining if the data file is compatible with the 

9 computer; \ 
10 \ 
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if ohe data file is not compatible with the computer, 
transmitting the data file over the Internet to a 
universal server; and 

the universal server, transforming the data file into a 
format compatible with the computer, and sending the 
transformed oata file back to the computer . 

13. A program soorage device according to Claim 12, 
wherein the transforming step includes the steps of, the 
universal server identifying the type of file, and 
transforming the fiBe into a different format of the same 
type. \ 

14. A program storage advice according to Claim 12, 
further comprising the s\eps of: 

a user of the computer identifying user requirements; and 

transmitting the user requirements to the universal 
server; and wherein \ 

the transforming step includes me step of re- formatting 
the file in accordance with the user requirements. 

15. A program storage device according to Claim 12, 
wherein, when data needs to be converted, the data are 
sent to a universal conversion serverX the universal 
conversion server checks user requirements; if the 
universal conversion server finds that uhe service cannot 
convert a certain file, the service looksV in a computer 
description; the computer description can \be located on 
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the computer or on a universal conversion server 
database. 

16. A ptogram storage device according to Claim 12, 
wherein,\when a computer's operating system is not 
compatibles. with a program, the program is sent to a 
Universal Driver where the program is to be formatted; 
when being formatted, the program is looked over to 
identify components of the program including links to the 
program source We, the program's executable code, the 
program's file nVme; entering data to a database of 
source codes, wheVe many source codes are held; and if 
the same name exis\s among more than one program, then 
the UCS reads the information from the description 
module. \ 
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